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SUBJECT: FALASHA CONDITIONS AND SECURITY SITUATION IN/AROUND 
GONDAR 

1 . EMBOFF RECENTLY SOPKE WITH GERSHON LEVY, ISRAELI CITI- 
ZEN, WHO IS REPRESENTATIVE HERE OF THE FALASHA WELFARE 
ASSOCIATION (FWA). LEVY STATED THAT FALASHA (ETHIOPIAN 
JEWISH) COMMUNITY (LOCATED NEAR GONDAR IN BEGEMDIR PROVINCE) 

IS GENERALLY BETTER TREATED THAN UNDER THE ANCIENT REGIME. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE FWA HAS BEGUN WATER PURIFICATION, EDUCATIONAL AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS FOR THE FALASHAS. IN SUPPORT OF FWA 
EFFORTS, THE EPMG EVEN TEMPORARILY ASSIGNED ZEMETCHA CAM- 
PAIGNERS TRAINED IN PUBLIC HEALTH METHODS TO THE FALASHA 
PROGRAMS. 

2. IN SPITE OF GREATER GOVERNMENT SUPPORT OF FALASHAS 

(WHO HISTORICALLY HAVE LIVED OUTSIDE MAINSTREAM OF ETHIOPIAN 
SOCIETY), CONDITIONS ARE NOT GOOD. LACK OF TOURISTS TO 
GONDAR HAS DESTROYED MARKET FOR FALASHA ARTIFACTS (FOR 
MMERLY A MAJOR MONEY EARNER). WHERE THE FALASHAS ARE 
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REFORM DECREE. HOWEVER, WHERE THEY ARE A MINORITY, THEY 
ARE EITHER BEING FORCED OFF THE LAND THEY HAD WORKED AS 
TENANTS OR THEY ARE STILL FORCED TO PAY TENANT RENTS. 

IN THESE LATTER CASES, THE GOVERNMENT IS SO ADMINISTRATIVELY 
WEAK IT CAN DO NOTHING. 

3. LEVY EMPHASIZED THE GOVERNMENT'S LACK OF CONTROL 
THROUGHOUT GONDAR AREA. COMMON ROBBERY, AS OPPOSED 
TO POLITICAL INSURGENCY, IS SPREADING NEAR GONDAR. 

RECENTLY, BUSSES HAVE BEEN STOPPED AND ROBBED AS CLOSE 
AS 10-15 KMS. FROM THE CITY, AS YET, LEVY SAYS, 

GONDAR IS SAFE. HE ESTIMATES, HOWEVER, THAT IN SEVERAL 
MONTHS LAWLESSNESS WILL HAVE MOVED TO THE CITY. 

HUMMEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: JEWS, TRADE PROMOTION, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ADDIS02090 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760063-0728 
From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760236/aaaabfni.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 JUN 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2004 by coburnhb; APPROVED <06 OCT 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FALASHA CONDITIONS AND SECURITY SITUATION IN/AROUND GONDAR 
TAGS: PINS, SOCI, ET, FWA-FALASHA WELFARE ASSOCIATION, (LEVY, GERSHON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



